
 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

3/24/2021 

 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, G. Stetson, A. Kinahan and J. Noyes 

 

ABSENT: H. Anderson 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Council of Aging. 

 

1. Street Acceptances:  Mark Zamiara, Jaoa Silva, Jean Anderson, Audrey Arce, Enrique Arce, 

Karen McOwen Ryan, Zachary Hickman, Laura McGrath and Paul McGrath were present. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 7:00 p.m. 
 

Mr. Hurley read the notice as it appeared in the Enterprise newspaper on March 9th and March 16, 

2021.  He introduced the Board members and outlined the procedure for the hearing.  Mr. Hurley 

stated that this hearing is a prelude to the Town Meeting, which is scheduled for May 17, 2021. He 

stated that will be when residents will vote to have the following streets accepted by the Town.  He 

noted that these subdivision roads have been completed for a long time.  Mr. Hurley further stated 

that the Planning Board will make their recommendations to the Board of Selectmen and request 

that the roadways be placed on the warrant and to be voted at the Town Meeting.  The roadways are 

as follows:   

B. C. Way 

Elm Terrace 

Copper Beech Circle, Sycamore Lane and Oakwood Lane 

Meadow Spring Drive 

 

Mr. Hurley stated that those that purchased the homes in the subdivisions and pay considerable taxes 

to the Town should be entitled to the same benefits as the current owners receive including snow 

plowing, road repairs, water repairs and overall maintenance.  He stated that B.C. Way consists of 

four (4) lots, Elm Terrace has two (2) lots, Meadow Spring Drive has two (2) lots and Copper Beech 

Circle, Oakwood Lane and Sycamore Lane consist of twenty-nine (29) lots. Mr. Hurley opened the 

meeting to the residents in attendance. 

 

Mr. Hickman stated that he was at #1 Elm Terrace and asked what happens if it is not accepted by 

the town, do the residents have to take care of it themselves? He noted that because this is a private 

road they have to do their own snow plowing and maintenance.  Mr. Hurley stated that once the 

Town votes to accept the street, then they will take over the plowing and maintenance. He suggested 

that Mr. Hickman attend the Town Meeting to vote in favor of the acceptance.  Mr. Hickman asked 

if he would be notified by certified mail about the meeting. Mr. Hurley stated that he would not. He 

noted that the town has an excellent website and suggested that Mr. Hickman could get all the 

information he needs there.  

 

Mr. Hurley stated that the latest Covid-19 regulations will be in effect at Town Meeting.  He noted 

that the Fire Department had come into this building and disinfected it before this meeting.  He also  

noted that they would return and do the same thing once this meeting is over.   
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Ms. Ryan asked that if Copper Beech Circle isn’t accepted what the next step would be.  Mr. Hurley 

stated that, if by some reason it does not pass, the Planning Board would fight for them. Board 

members were in agreement that they have never seen a street that was not accepted. She asked what 

was left in the surety for Copper Beech Circle. Mr. Hurley stated that there wasn’t anything left. He 

stated that the developer had recently, at his own expense, made several improvements to Copper 

Beech, Oakwood and Sycamore in anticipation of the street acceptances. He briefly reviewed the 

surety accounts for the other subdivisions under discussion.  Mr. Stetson stated that there are no 

issues with any of these subdivision roads.  Mr. Noyes stated that it is to the Town’s benefit to 

accept these roads in order to get additional money from the State.  Mr. Hurley stated that it is for 

everyone’s benefit to get this done, and he was sure that they would all be accepted.  Mr. Stetson 

stated that in order to reach this point, all of the construction issues have been addressed, all legal 

documents have been prepared, and likened it to “being on third base and going home”. 

 

Mr. Arce stated that he had lived on B. C. Way for about five (5) years and asked when it would be 

accepted.  Mr. Hurley stated that this is why they are holding this hearing.  Mr. Arce asked why the 

Town is holding a surety of forty thousand ($40,000) dollars and what had the developer done 

wrong.  Mr. Hurley stated that the developer didn’t do anything wrong.  He explained that once the 

base coat of a roadway is done, the developers must set up a surety account before any building 

construction can begin.  Mr. Hurley stated that the surety can be drawn down as the project 

progresses.  He noted that once the subdivision is finished, and after it is accepted by the town, the 

Board returns the remaining surety to the proponents, while holding enough funds ($500) to pay for 

the recording fees.  There were no further questions or issues. 

 

A Motion (GS) was made to recommend to the Board of Selectmen that the roadways for B.C. Way, 

Elm Terrace, Copper Beech Circle, Oakwood Lane, Sycamore Lane and Meadow Spring Drive be 

accepted and placed on the warrant for the Town Meeting.  Second (AK).  Vote: Unanimous of the 

four (4) members present.  

 

A Motion (GS) was made to release the surety accounts for the above stated roadways once they 

have been accepted at Town Meeting, and to retain five-hundred ($500) dollars for each roadway’s 

recording fees.  Second (AK).  Vote: Unanimous of the four (4) members present.  

 

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:23 p.m. 

 

2.   255 Pleasant Street: 

The Board received a request from the Zoning Board of Appeals to review a plan for a Digital 

Message Board submitted by Warwick Fasteners to be located at the above address. The intent of 

the plan is to add the message board to an already existing one.  After careful review of the plan, the 

Board offered the following: 

 

1. Require a certified As-Built plan to determine that the placement of the Message Board 

is in compliance with the zoning bylaws.  

 

      Zoning bylaw, Section 6.5.2.e ...... “may not be nearer than six (6) feet from front and  

      side lines, unless a Special Permit is granted by the Planning Board”. 
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A Motion (GS) was made to send a letter to the ZBA with the Board’s directive.  Second (AK).  

Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present. 

 

3.   Subdivision updates: 

 

1. Luke Estates: 
                  There are no further updates at this time. 

 

2. Meadow Wood: 
The Board will await further developments. 

 

3. Parker’s Way: 
There are no further updates at this time. 

 

4. Scotland Street/Chapter 40B: 
There are no further updates at this time. 

 

5. Stoney Road:  
          There are no further updates at this time. 

          

6. Sunset Avenue Extension: 

       There are no further updates at this time. 

 

4.   MAIL: 
Bridgewater ZBA decision, re: variance, Broad Street, granted. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA decision, re: variance, 10 William Hersey Lane, granted. 

Easton ZBA public hearings (3) 3/29/2021, re: zoning amendments.   

Easton ZBA public hearing 4/6/2021, re: variance, Shaw’s Supermarket. 

Expense Control report of 3/24/2021.  

Expense Ledger report of 3/24/2021. 

 

5.   A Motion (GS) was made to sign the secretary payroll.  Second (AK).   

      Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present. 

 

6.   The minutes of 3/3/2021 were accepted and filed. 

  

7.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

           

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 


